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Excerpt:
From somewhere up ahead came a drumming that grew louder than all the Indian drums Kelsey had 
ever heard, thumping all together. A wide plate of dust appeared, and under it a black-brown, bawling, 
roaring, churning mass pounding toward him. As it got closer he began to see black gleams of shiny horns 
and hooves and white-rimmed eyes, all charging straight at his side of the circle. His first inclination was 
to throw down his musket and run—run where?—but the men on either side of him just kept yelling 
and waving, so he did the same. Amazingly, the buffaloes in the front rank turned to their right and the 
rest followed, galloping around the inside rim of the circle. The man on Kelsey’s right kept on flapping 
and shouting, but the one on his left—still shouting—threw down his rawhide flag and fitted an arrow 
to his bow, so Kelsey lowered his musket and levelled it to take aim. 

Aim at what? They were moving so fast and so jumbled together, if he tried for a heart shot he might just 
hit a leg. He decided if he just held the barrel at a slight angle down from his shoulder and pulled the 
trigger when a horn passed his sights, the ball might hit just behind the shoulder. When he fired, he saw 
a buffalo fall sideways and then disappear as the others jumped over it or swerved around. By the time 
he’d reloaded, the herd had passed, but then came around again as they ran around in a panic trying to 
find a way out. He fired again and thought he’d brought down another. But the third time around on of 
the leaders swerved and charged straight toward him.
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In 1690, on the shore of Canada’s Hudson Bay, a young 
Henry Kelsey longs to make his mark with “The Company 
of Adventurers.”  When the chief factor asks him to travel 
inland to explore an endless wilderness filled with grizzly 
bears and wolves, and to establish trading connections 
with Canada’s First Peoples, he is eager to begin.

Hundreds of miles southwest, a few days east of where the 
woodland melts into prairie, Kelsey meets Meyokwaiwin, 
a young Cree woman who has every reason to believe 
she will live out her life the same as her ancestors, with 
nothing changing but the round of seasons. 
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Dear Reader, 
 
Since I first heard of Henry Kelsey’s journey west—around grade five or six—it’s 
seemed to me he must’ve been a teenager, not a so-called adult. I also liked 
that he had no authority, he couldn’t say he was an Officer of The Company or 
a representative of the king or anything but a curious traveller. And unlike most 
other explorers he didn’t have a definite goal, like trying to find the Northwest 
Passage or a land route to the Pacific. The mission to link up with the Assinae Poets 
was so vague it amounted to: “Get in a canoe and go see what’s out there.”

-Alfred Silver

About Alfred Silver
Alfred Silver has been at times a playwright, an actor, and a songwriter, 
as well as a short-order cook, nude model, and day labourer. He is 
the author of eleven novels including The Haunting of Maddie Prue 
and A Place Out of Time, which won the Manitoba Historical Society 
Margaret McWilliams Award. He lives with his wife in a farmhouse at 
Ardoise, Nova Scotia.



Discussion Questions
 
1.It’s often been said, with good reason, that European explorers didn’t really discover anything – the 
places they “discovered” in North America were already well known to First Nations people. But maybe 
First Nations people didn’t know anything more than rumours about what lay outside their own tribal 
territory. Maybe no one of Meyokwaiwin’s people would ever have known of the Ochre River Valley if 
she hadn’t been travelling with Kelsey. Do you think that’s true, or not? Why?

2. Kelsey doesn’t seem to have treated his paddlers and carriers like servants, ordering them around 
and showing who’s boss. What do you think would’ve happened if he had?

3. Were the fur traders exploiting the naive natives, or was it fair trade? What makes you think so?

4. Why is Meyokwaiwin so angry at her father? Should she be?

5. Why does Clawface make the long winter journey to Deering’s Point (Chapter VII) just to say hello? 
Was it worth all those days of tramping through the snow and nights of camping in the cold?

 6. Go exploring – find the Dictionary of Canadian Biography on the Internet and the entry on Henry 
Kelsey. Not far in is a paragraph about who Kelsey’s parents might’ve been and when & where he was 
born. Does it seem to you like the researchers were saying they’d found the answer?

7. History types have come up with different opinions about where exactly Kelsey travelled in 1690 
- 92. You can find some of them mapped out by Searching HENRY KELSEY + ROUTE and/or “DEERING’S 
POINT.”

Writing Activities
Can you imagine what Kelsey told the Governor once they got sat down in the fort after the end of 
this story? Can you write it down? Is it different from the way they spoke to each other in Chapter I?  

Author Interview
When you were a teenager, did you have an interest in writing? What did you like to write? 
Yes.   Plays, songs, short stories, even (blush) poetry -- often rhyming and sometimes humorous, 
at least to me.
 
What kinds of books did you read as a teen? Do you recall a favourite book?
All kinds -- old books, new books, red books, blue books -- mostly fiction: science fiction, 
historical fiction, fiction fiction, some nonfiction.  As soon as I recall a favourite book, it brings 
another to mind, and then another and another... 



 
At what point did you know you wanted to be writer? Did you have any other career 
interests, and did you pursue them?
Wanting to be a writer and wanting to write are two very different thing, though they can 
overlap.  When I was a young feller I wanted to be a Big Deal Something -- Writer, Actor, 
Musician...  I guess I did have other possible career interests as an actor or a singer/songwriter 
and did sorta pursue them in a spotty kinda way and was fairly good at them in a spotty kinda 
way, but me/they didn’t really fit.  By working at them, though, I did learn a lot about writing. 
 
Where do you find your ideas and inspiration?
Anywhere and everywhere, entirely unpredictable. “Inspiration,” though, is kind of an overfancy 
word to my way of thinking.
 
What is your writing process? For example, do you create an outline for the story before 
you begin work? How many times (on average) do you rewrite?
I don’t do outlines—usually I’ve got a sort of sketch in my head, but I find written outlines can 
confine me to something worked out in a theoretical frame of mind, which can interfere with 
letting what-just-happened influence what-happens-next. Rewrites: I think my first novel was six 
or seven drafts. Now I usually do two full drafts and then a sort of cleanup go-through before it 
goes to an editor and that back-and-forth begins.  But that’s just my own particular way of doing 
things, some people do it differently.

Is there a period in your life where memories are most vivid, and do you draw on these in 
any way for your writing?
Memory’s a strange and fluid thing, at least mine is. No one period’s more vivid than another, 
and I have no idea why some moments get remembered and some don’t.  They get drawn on in 
much the same way an actor does, recalling a moment that resembles (sometimes very vaguely) 
what a character’s dealing with in a particular scene.
 
Have you any advice for emerging writers?
Not entirely original advice, you’ll hear the same from many others: Read, all kinds of stuff, the 
good the bad & the ugly. Don’t worry about trying to consciously learn anything from it, you’ll 
soak it up by osmosis.
 
What are you working on now/next?
A rather strange “adult” novel. I hope to be back at work on another YA historical soon.
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To Hugh Sutherland and Wauh Oonae Nancy Prince, the Red River Settlement in 
the 1860s was just what it had always been: a place where Scots Presbyterians, 
Metis Catholics, English Anglicans, retired German mercenaries, Crees, and 
Ojibways, all lived together peacefully with virtually no laws or law enforcement.

To the governments of the fledgling Dominion of Canada, the United States and Imperial France, it 
was the key to a vast swath of new territory: the entire northern half of North America. Sutherland 
and Prince, however, along with their families, couldn’t know that in an incredibly brief time their 
peaceful lives would be torn asunder by the forces of expansion and progress. The multicultural life of 
this quiet oasis on the Prairies was to be swept away in a flood of homogenized Ontario values.

Also:  Clean Sweep Pottersfield Press, 2004.
             Eulalie La Tour: Acadie 1755 Trait d’union, 2004.
             Acadia: A Novel Pottersfield Press, 2004.
             Three Hills Home Nimbus Publishing, 2002.
             Acadia Ballantine/Random House, 1997. 
             Keepers of the Dawn Ballantine/Random House, 1995.
             Where the Ghost Horse Runs Ballantine/Random House, 1991.
             Lord of the Plains Ballantine/Random House, 1990.


